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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 
U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this 
Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in 
public use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in 
the United States. 

2. Claims 1 -1 3 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 02(b) as being anticipated by 
Myr (2001/0029425). 

As to claims 1, 7, 10, 11, 12, Myr discloses a route search method 
for a navigation device, wherein: said navigation device comprises a 
storage unit that stores link data for each link as a component of roads on 
a map and statistical data including link travel times obtained by 
statistically processing traffic information collected previously (Fig. 14); 
and said method comprises: a step of establishing a plurality of route 
search conditions [0105]; a route search step, in which, for each of said 
plurality of route search conditions, a cost of each link is determined using 
said link data or said statistical data depending on the route search 
condition in question, and a route having a smallest total cost for traveling 
from a departure point to a destination is searched for [0162]; and a travel 
time calculation step, in which an expected travel time for each of a 
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plurality of routes retrieved in said route search step is calculated using 
said statistical data [0171]. 



As to claim 2, Myr further discloses a route search method 
according to Claim 1 for a navigation device, wherein: said link data 
includes a link travel time obtained from map information [0163]; and in 
said route search step, a cost of each link is determined using a link travel 
time included in said statistical data when a search condition is 
established in order to perform a search using the statistical data, and a 
cost of each link is determined using the link travel time included in said 
link data when a search condition is established in order to perform a 
search without using the statistical data, and then a route having a 
smallest total cost for traveling from the departure point to the destination 
is searched for [0141-0143]. 



As to claim 3, Myr further discloses a route search method 
according to Claim 2 for a navigation device, wherein: said link data 
includes link length information [0120]; and in said route search step, a 
cost of each link is determined using the link length information included in 
said link data when a search condition is established in order to perform a 
search giving priority to a travel distance, and then a route having a 
smallest total cost for traveling from the departure point to the destination 
is searched for [0121]. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for 
all obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described 
as set forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to 
be patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been 
obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which 
said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the 
invention was made. 

4. Claims 4-6, 8, 9, 13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Myr. 

As to claims 4, 8, and 13, Myr discloses the claimed invention as 
shown above. However, it is silent as to the specifics of not using the 
statistical data. 

Nevertheless, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in 
the art that not using the statistical data is commonly well-known in the art, 
as taught by Myr in [0012]. It would have been obvious to simply 
incorporate non-use of data as an option in order to lower processing 
costs. 

As to claim 9, Myr further discloses a route search method 
according to claim 7 for a navigation device, wherein: said navigation 
device performs a receiving step in which selection of use or non-use of 
the statistical data is received; and when a route search without using the 
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statistical data is selected in said receiving step, then, in said route search 
step, a route search is performed without using the statistical data, and 
calculation of said expected travel time is performed using said link data 
and without using the statistical data [0012]. 

As to claim 5, Myr further discloses a route search method 
according to claim 4 for a navigation device, wherein: said link data for 
each link includes road type information of the link in question [0120]; and 
in said route search step, when a search condition is established in order 
to perform a route search giving priority to a specific road type, a cost of a 
link of said specific road type is determined lower in comparison with links 
of other road types, based on said road type information [0121]. 

As to claim 6, Myr further discloses the route search method 
according to claim 5, wherein said navigation device displays the expected 
travel times calculated in said travel time calculation step [01 12]. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to NICHOLAS KISWANTO whose telephone 
number is (571)270-3269. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - 
Friday, 9AM - 6PM, EST. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Khoi Tran can be reached on (571) 272-6919. The fax 
phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from 
the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information 
for published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public 
PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll- 
free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service 
Representative or access to the automated information system, call 800-786- 
9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Nicholas Kiswanto/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 3664 
/KHOI TRAN/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 3664 



